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The trees are changing colors. 
The leaves are about to fall. 
You know what that means—
the chores are about to begin! 
Talk to your parents about 
reusing your fall leaves. Here 
are some reuse ideas:
v	Using a mulching mower, 

shred leaves and let them 
stay on the grass. The 
shredded leaves will provide 
a protective winter cover and decompose by spring. If you have a 
lot of leaves, you’ll need to mow often during the weeks with the 
heaviest leaf-fall. 

v  Use your family’s mower to pick up leaves. 
Simply attach the bagger and collect the 
leaves. Your mower will shred the leaves as 
it picks them up, creating a great mulch. Put 
the leaf mulch on your garden or flower beds, 
around trees, or on paths. 
v  Pick up shredded leaves with the mower 
or rake up whole leaves and add them to 
your compost pile. To learn more about 
backyard composting, order our brochure 
online or call to request one at 216-698-
2265.
v  Find out whether your city collects 
leaves for composting. Remember to ask 
about the set-out instructions and dates.

Paper, paper everywhere
Schools can throw away a lot of 
paper. Start the year off right by 
recycling more paper. Make sure 
every classroom and office in the 
school have a recycling container 
labeled “Paper Recycling.” Even 
an old cardboard box will do. 
Hang a sign over it explaining 
all the kinds of paper that can be 
recycled, such as computer paper, 
notebook paper, magazines, 
newspaper, construction paper, 
and scraps. Remind the new 
and returning students how your paper recycling program works. 
Recycled paper does get used again. In the United States, over 37 
percent of paper fiber used to make new paper products comes from 

recycled sources. It not 
only gets used again, but it 
helps save forests. Every 
ton of paper recycled saves 
the equivalent of 17 trees. 

Make sure you have 
a box at home for paper 
recycling, too. Whenever 
the box gets full, drop it 

off for recycling at the nearest Paper 
Retriever bin. To find a location near 
you, search at www.paperretriever.
com. These bins help the host 
organizations raise money and help 
save our forests. 

Please bring your old phonebooks 
to the Cleveland Metroparks 
Reservations for recycling. The 
phonebook collection lasts until 
September 30th, so enjoy a warm 
fall picnic in the park and recycle. 
After September 30th, unwanted 
phonebooks can be placed with other paper in the Abitibi Paper 
Retriever bins.

Croc-cycle
Did you wear out or outgrow your 
Crocs this summer? Then recycle 
them! The SolesUnited program 
recycles the Crocs. Look for the 
drop-off boxes at Dillards and 
Journey stores. These shoes are 
easy to recycle because they’re 
made from a single material. The 
recycled shoes are turned into new 
shoes that go to developing nations.

Hey, students! We have a challenge for you! Our goal is that 1,000 
Cuyahoga County students will sign this America Recycles pledge. 
Watch the website, www.cuyahogaswd.org, to learn how close we 
are getting to our 1,000 student goal.
r	 I pledge to find out what materials I can and cannot recycle in 

my community. 
r	 I pledge to lead by example in my neighborhood by recycling. 
r	 I pledge to recycle batteries, cell phones, and other electronic 

waste.
r	 I pledge to bring my own bag to the grocery, video, and clothes 

stores. I will ask my teacher to contact Kathleen Rocco at the 
District to sign us up for the “Pass on the Plastic Bag” program, 
allowing us to design our own and promote the use of reusable 
shopping bags. 

r	 I pledge to tell five friends that recycling is the easiest thing 
they can do to slow global warming.

Name: 
Address: 
City:                                      State:                          ZIP:
Phone: 
School: 
Teacher: 
Grade: 				   Age: 
Mail this entry form to: Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District, 323 
Lakeside Avenue, Suite 400, Cleveland, Ohio 44113. (Teachers, 
please send in student forms together, or all students may sign a 
single sheet.)
We must receive your entry form by November 2, 2009. Each 
student will be entered in a drawing to win a recycled soda pop 
bottle T-shirt.

Recycling Pledge

We’ve got plans for 
your cans
As a classroom, school 
or youth group, take 
part in “We Got 
Plans for Your Cans” 
Recycling. The 
participating schools 
get up to five large, 
cardboard recycling 
containers for cans 
and are eligible to 
earn prizes for the 
cans that students 
collect and bring in 
from home. If your 
school collects enough 
cans, it may win a 40-gallon can crusher bin. There is also 
a competition between participating schools for the grand-prize pizza 
party. Scout troops and other youth organizations can participate, too! 
Call 216-443-3731 to sign up for the contest.

To organize your can drive:
t	Set up can recycling bins in the classroom or other convenient 

locations.
t	 Hang up posters.
t	 Send announcements home to parents.
t	 Do reminders during morning
	 announcements.
t	 Have an in-school student can
	 collection competition.
t	 Keep track of the number of cans or
	 bags that students bring from home. 

Once you’ve collected and counted 
your cans, take the bags to a scrap metal 
recycler and get cash back for the cans 
for a class treat. Or, donate the cans to a 
local fire department that collects cans 
to benefit burned children. To learn more 
about aluminum can recycling, log onto 
www.recycle.novelis.com/.

We’re waiting for your 
invitation!
Now that you’re settled into your new classroom with your new 
teacher, we’d love to come visit. We have a lot of fun, hands-on 
presentations on reducing, 
reusing, recycling, 
composting, and more. In 
fact, we can even teach 
you how to set up a worm 
composting bin so that 
you’ll be able to recycle 
food scraps 24/7. We are 
also available to visit scout 
troops, clubs, after-school 
programs, and other youth 
groups.

If your class or club is too busy for a presentation, we have plenty 
of resources that we can make available to your teacher or club leader.

If your teacher, principal, or club leader would like more 
information, please ask one of them to contact us at 216-443-3731.

Re-leaf

Mark your calendars!
On Sunday, November 15, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Cleveland Me-
troparks Zoo will celebrate America Recycles Day with special activi-
ties about recycling and buying recycled products. The Zoo’s Resource 
Management Committee will be sponsoring a computer and electronic 
recycling station. Visitors are also encouraged to bring other recy-
clables to the Zoo that day, including cell phones, plastic bottles, and 
paper. For more information, log onto www.clemetzoo.com.
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