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Happy Earth Day! The 40th anniversary of Earth Day is April 22. Our spring edition focuses on
ways to “make every day Earth Day” by recycling, planting trees, picking up litter,
“grasscycling” lawn clippings, learning to compost, and much more.

Inside this Teacher Guide, you’ll find an extension activity, as well as journal and reuse ideas
that can be quickly implemented as daily work supplements to the proficiencies you teach
every day. You’ll also find Teacher Keys for the activities inside Trash Talk!

Activity Subject Areas Skills Addressed
Sum Facts Math Solving problems using addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division
Social Studies Identifying relationship between resource consumption and individual choices
It's Allin the Science Understanding the stages of the recycling process; Demonstrating how one
Preparation part of a process affects another in a system
Language Arts Writing for a specific audience and purpose; Drafting, writing, editing, and
proofing written work
Art Understanding the ability of art to communicate ideas; Effectively using design

Sorting Central

Fraction Action

Running into
Run-ons

Logically
Speaking

Social Studies
Science

Math

Language Arts

Math

elements and principles
Practicing geography skills; Using a map grid; Interpreting thematic maps
Understanding material properties; Categorizing items by properties

Organizing a simple data set to answer a question; Multiplying fractions and
whole numbers

Rewriting run-on sentences with correct use of punctuation and conjunctions

Employing critical thinking skills to analyze a problem by identifying relation-
ships and then drawing a conclusion

Please continue to send us your suggestions. We love hearing your great ideas for future

issues.
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Math

= |f the average American creates 4.5 pounds of trash per day and
recycles 33.2% of that amount, how many pounds per day does
the average American recycle?

m  During what year will we celebrate the 50th anniversary of Earth
Day?

m  What is the decimal value of 1/6? What is the decimal value of
1/7? What is the decimal value of 13/42? Round each answer to
the nearest thousandth.

Language Arts

= Replace the underlined word with a more descriptive word:
Jayden made a big poster.
Diego went to the park.

m  Correct the following sentences:
How many speeking parts are in Jessicas play.
| heared their were five?

thats great
i think il try out.
= Write these words in ABC (alphabetical) order:
cola central cereal cans celebrate catalog
m  Circle the word that is NOT a synonym for categorize:
classify disorganize sort
Analogies
®  magazine : paper : : aluminum

m jelly:jar :milk:

Science

m  Circle the item that does not belong:
water bottle nylon windbreaker

pop can printer cartridge

Journal Writing
Prompts

The word “march” can
be the name of a
month, a person’s last
name, and a verb.
Write a sentence that
uses the word “march”
three times (two nouns
and one verb).

What is your favorite
thing about spring?
Why?

|
Write down three things

you can do to recycle
more at home.

Fun

Olympic Y
Factoid b

The gold,

silver, and bronze med-
als at the 2010 Winter
Olympics in Vancouver
contained a small
amount of precious
metals that came from
recycled electronic
waste. This was the
first time that the Olym-
pic medals contained
recycled material.

Festival Frenzy

Copy the blackline master, making one copy for each student. This
activity will improve your students’ critical thinking skills and exercise
their map skills.




Festival Frenzy

Name:

Booths have been set up for the Earth Day festival. However, the organizers are in a frenzy
because the banners for these six booths got mixed up. Use the clues and the compass rose
below to put the correct banner on each booth.

Clues: N

Water & Energy Conservation is located on the southeast corner.
Composting is northwest of the Water & Energy Conservation booth.

Earth Day is west of the Water & Energy Conservation booth but does
not adjoin it.

Reuse is directly east of the Composting booth.

Household Hazardous Waste is directly south of the Composting
booth.

Recycling is north of the Earth Day booth and adjacent to the Composting booth.
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Teacher Ktys

Fraction Action
7 relatives — 42 x 1/6
6 teachers — 42 x 1/7

29 classmates — 42 - (7 + 6)

Logically Speaking
Air speaks first.
Order: Air, Water, Soil, Plant, Person

1. 4.5 pounds
2. 33.2%

3. 28%

4. 64.7%
5

6

1970
10.2 billion gallons

Sorting
Central
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It’s All in the
Preparation

Steel “Tin” Cans
Remove residue = Empty = Rinse

Aluminum Cans
Empty = Rinse = Flatten (if possible)

Plastic Bottles and Jugs
Remove residue = Empty = Rinse =

Discard caps & lids = Flatten (if possible)

Glass Bottles and Jars
Remove residue = Empty = Rinse =

Discard caps & lids

Paper
Keep dry

Boxes
Flatten = Break down = Keep dry

Colacan.......cocceeeeeeenns Sports drink bottle ........

2-liter bottle ................... A1 Teen magazine............. C2
MilK jug ..o B1 Soupcan............ C1
Gift DOX.oeeviivieeeiiieeeee A3 Cereal boX ......cccveennnee A3
Pet food can.................. C1 Sports magazine........... C2
Notebook paper ............ C3 Juice drink can.............. A2
Jellyjar....cccooveiiniennns B2 Junkmail .......cccoeenneen. C3
Sunday newspaper ....... B3 Picklejar......cccccvvvennnns B2
Laundry detergent jug...B1 Clothing catalog............ C2

Running into

Run-ons

1

Tyler planted an oak tree seedling on Arbor Day. The oak
is America’s National Tree.

OR

Tyler planted an oak tree seedling on Arbor Day because
the oak is America’s National Tree.

2

Jessica wrote an Earth Day play. Her class will perform it
on April 22.

OR

Jessica wrote an Earth Day play, and her class will per-
form it on April 22.

3

Diego and Jayden planned a litter cleanup at the park.
They made posters to invite their classmates to join them.

OR

Diego and Jayden planned a litter cleanup at the park,
and they made posters to invite their classmates to join
them.




